Surgical repair of cardiac valves.
The mitral, aortic, and tricuspid valves can be repaired, in experienced hands. Durability of repair, especially for the mitral valve, compares favorably to valve replacement. Repair of cardiac valves enables many patients to be free of life-long anticoagulation, maintain their native valve structure, reduce their risk for endocarditis, and avoid complications associated with prosthetic valve implants.